Writing class

	A quick explanation of some grammar points is necessary. First, look sentences A and B below. These sentences do not mean the same thing. Both A and B have omitted some redundant information, but the information that was omitted is different:


	快速的解釋一些文法的重點是必要的。第一先看下面的句型A和句型B，這些句型指的並不是同一件事。句型A和句型B皆省略了一些多餘的資訊，但是這被省略的資訊是不同的:


	A. Some of the bread which is from Tainan is brown, but some is not.
B. Some of the bread that is brown is from Tainan, but some is not.

	Sentence A means, “Some of the bread which is from Tainan is brown, but some is not brown.” 
Sentence B means, “Some of the bread which is brown is from Tainan, but some is not from Tainan.”


	句型A指的是，”有些來自於台南的麵包是咖啡色的，但有些卻不是咖啡色的麵包可是它們還是來自於台南。”
句型B指的是，”有些麵包是咖啡色的它們來自台南，但有些卻不是來自台南的麵包但它們是咖啡色的麵包”


	

	Sometimes you can omit redundant information from a sentence. The way to know which information is redundant is to find the main verb phrase of the sentence.  The redundant information will be the same as the information that follows the main verb (inside the main verb phrase). 


	有些時候你可以從一個句子中省略掉多餘的資訊。有一個知道這資訊是多餘的方法就是找到句子中的主要動詞片語。這多餘的資訊與在主要動詞(在主要動詞片語裡面)後面的資訊是一樣的。


	However, the verb inside a ‘who, which, that’ adjective clause is NEVER the main verb of a sentence.  The ‘who, which, that’ adjective clause only describes a noun or noun phrase; it never functions as the main verb of the sentence.


	然而，動詞在’who, which, that’的形容詞子句裡絕不是一個句子的主要動詞。’who, which, that’的形容詞子句只形容一個名詞或是名詞片語；它並不是句子裡主要動詞的功用。

	Therefore, if some information has been omitted, you know that the information that was omitted is NOT the same as the information after the verb in the ‘who, which, that’ adjective clause. Look at examples A and B again to see what I mean.


	因此，如果有些資訊已經被省略了，你就知道那個資訊是被省略掉的，與在’who, which, that’帶出的形容詞子句中的動詞後面的資訊是不一樣的。再回頭看看例句A和例句B我所指的。


	OK. Now let’s talk about “necessary” and “extra” information. Here are six sentences to think about:



	好，那我們現在就來說說必要的資訊和多餘的資訊。這裡有六個句子來讓我們探討:


	A. Dr Nall, who is our teacher, is a little too noisy.

B. The best student in the class is from Kinmen, which is a small Taiwanese island near China.

C. The bread (which/that) is from Tainan is brown.

D. The bread, which is from Tainan, is brown.

E. The two girls who are from Hualien are good students.

F. The two girls, who are from Hualien, are good students.



	The two things to look for are:
1. Does one part of the sentence tell me exactly which people or things the adjective clause is about?

2. If one part of the sentence does tell me this information, then which part tells me?



	這裡有兩個需要想一下的問題:
1. 是否在一部分的句子中可以明確地告訴我是哪些人或哪些事情是形容詞子句所提及的?
2. 如果這一部分的的句子告訴我這個資訊，然而是哪一部分的句子告訴我這些資訊的?


	There are two possible cases:

1. One part of the sentence tells me exactly which people or things the adjective clause is about. Sentences A, B, C and E are examples of this case.
2. The sentence does NOT let me know exactly which people or things the adjective clause is about. Sentences D and F are examples of this case.


	這裡有兩個可能的例子:
1. 有一部分明確地告訴我是哪些人或哪些事情是形容詞子句所提及到的句子，像是句型A, B, C 和 E就是此種例子。
2. 在句中沒有讓我明確地知道是哪些人或哪些事情是形容詞子句所提及到的句子，像是句型D和句型F的例子。


	If one part of the sentence does tell me exactly which people or things the adjective clause is about, then there are two places this information could possibly be:

1. The part of the sentence that tells me exactly which people or things the adjective clause is about is the “who, which, that” adjective clause COMBINED  WITH the noun or noun phrase that it describes. [Those two things go together like陽and 陰.] Sentences C and E are examples of this.

2. ONLY the noun or noun phrase that the “who, which, that” clause describes. Sentences A and B are examples.



	如果有一部分明確地告訴我是哪些人或哪些事情是形容詞子句所提及的句子，那就有兩個可能是這些資訊會出現的地方。
1. 部分明確地告訴我是哪些人或哪些事情是形容詞子句所提及到的句子，是由”who, which, that”帶出的形容詞子句與形容詞子句要形容的名詞或名詞片語結合而成的。[就像是陽和陰結合在一起] 例如句型C和句型B。
2. 只有”who, which, that”帶出的子句所形容的名詞或是名詞片語，例如句型A和句型B。
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陽 Noun Phrase
陰 who which that clause
Dr. Nall

who is our teacher

Kinmen

which is a small island

The bread

Which is from Tainan

The two girls
who are from Hualien



	

	If a sentence contains a “who, which, that” adjective clause but does not have a comma or commas with it, that  means that the “who, which, that” adjective clause, COMBINED  WITH the noun or noun phrase that is describes, tells me EXACTLY which people or things the adjective clause is about. That means the 陽and 陰 work together to tell me exactly what we are talking about. Sentences C and E above are examples of this kind of sentence. Look at sentence “E” above. It has a “who, which, that” adjective clause, but does not have any commas. That means that the phrase “the two girls who are from Hualien” tells you EXACTLY which people the adjective clause is about.



	如果有一個句子它包含了一個 ”who, which, that” 帶出的形容詞子句，但是並沒有任何逗號在句中出現，這就表示 ”who, which, that” 所帶出的形容詞子句與形容詞子句所要形容的名詞或是名詞片語結合，並非常明確地告訴我形容詞子句講的是哪些人或哪些事物。這也像是陽和陰結合在一起並明確地告訴我我們正在談論的是什麼，像是句型C和句型E都是此種句型。看一下上面的句型E，它有一個由”who, which, that”所帶出的形容詞子句，但是並沒有任何的逗號出現。這就表示 ” the two girls who are from Hualien” 的片語正確地告訴你形容詞子句所講的是哪些人。


	If the noun phrase ALONE tells me exactly what the adjective clause is about, then we need commas. The noun phrase (NP) is陽, and when陽 is alone, it looks like a comma. The similarity between the comma and the 陽 can help remind you to use a comma when the 陽 noun phrase tells exactly what is being discussed:
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For example, in Sentence A above, the name “Dr. Nall” is the NP, and it already uniquely identifies the person or thing that the “who, which, that” clause is about. Since the 陽 works alone, we need a comma:
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	如果一個名詞片語單獨明確告訴我其中的形容詞子句是關於什麼，那麼我們就需要逗號。我們以陰陽太極來表示的話，名詞片語是陽，而且當陽(名詞片語)單獨存在時，它看起來就像一個逗點。陽(名詞片語)和逗號的相似處可以提醒我們當陽(名詞片語)明確告訴我們所要討論的主題時，要加上逗號：例如，在上面的句子A中，”Dr.Nall” 是一個名詞片語(NP)，而且”它”用”who,which,that”所帶出的子句已經明確的點出一個人或一件事。那我們從陽(名詞子句)可以單獨存在的例子中知道我們要加上逗號。
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Dr. Nall,是我們的老師
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	In sentences E and F, “The two girls” is the 陽 and “who are from Hualien” is the陰. If there is no comma, that means the陽 and “who are from Hualien” is the陰. Work together to tell you exactly what the陽 and “who are from Hualien” is the陰.There is only one possible way that the phrase “the two girls who are from Hualien” can tell you EXACTLY which people the adjective clause is about: there must be ONLY TWO GIRLS FROM HUALIEN in the class. If there are more than two girls from Hualien in the class, then the sentence doesn’t tell you EXACTLY which two girls are good students.


	在E和F的句子中，”那兩個女孩”是陽(名詞片語)，而”來自於花蓮”是陰(形容詞子句)。如果這裡沒有逗號的話，那此句話有陽和”來自於花蓮”(陰)。當他們放在一起時，我們可以明確的知道什麼是陽和誰來自花蓮(陰)。在這裡只有一個可能的句型來說明這句話的意思，就是”那兩個來自於花蓮的女孩”才能清楚的告訴我們形容詞子句是在描述哪兩個人，而且強調在這個班級裡只有這兩個女孩來自花蓮。如果班上有超過兩個以上的女孩都來自花蓮的話，那這個句型就不能明確的告訴你是哪兩個我們說是好學生的女孩了。

	Look at sentence “C” above. It has a “who, which, that” adjective clause, but does not have any commas. That means that the phrase “the bread (which/that) is from Tainan” tells you EXACTLY which things the adjective clause is about.

	讓我們看回上面的句子C。句中雖然有”who,which,that”的形容詞子句，但是卻沒有逗號。這代表此句型中的片語”那個麵包(限定)來自台南”明確的告訴我們以which,that所帶出來的形容詞子句是在描述哪個名詞片語。


	There is only one possible way that the phrase “the bread (which/that) is from Tainan” can tell you EXACTLY which things the adjective clause is about:  ONLY THE BREAD FROM TAINAN is brown. If some bread from other places is brown, then the sentence doesn’t tell you EXACTLY where the brown bread is from.



	在這裡只有一種可能且符合句意的句型”那個麵包(限定)來自於台南”清楚的告訴我們形容詞子句是在描述哪個名詞片語：而且只有那個(限定的)麵包來自於台南是咖啡色的。假使這裡還有另一些來自於其他地方的麵包也是咖啡色的，那麼此句型就無法正確的告訴我們這些咖啡色的麵包是從哪裡來的。


	OK. If a sentence that contains a “who, which, that” adjective clause has a comma before the “who, which, that” adjective clause, that means that the “who, which, that” adjective clause contains only extra information. Why is it extra? No part of this sentence tells you exactly who or what the “who, which, that” adjective clause is about. There are two possible cases in which this could be true:

1. You just don’t know what the “who, which, that” adjective clause is specifically referring to. If the sentence is “The two boys, who are from Taichung, are smart”, but there are three boys from Taichung in the class, then you don’t know which boys the adjective clause specifies. Therefore the information in the adjective clause is extra information.
2. You knew beforehand, so you did not need the information in the adjective clause to specifically identify the subject of the clause. It is therefore extra information. If the sentence says “The two boys who are in our class are smart” and there are only two boys in the class, then the fact that they are from Taichung is extra information, because you already know which two boys the clause refers to.


	沒錯。如果一個句子裡含有任一個”who,which,that”的子句並且有逗號在此形容詞子句之前，這就表示說那句以”who,which或是that”所帶出的子句內容只是額外補充的資訊罷了。那這句話又為什麼是額外的呢?因為在此句型裡沒有任何部分是可以明確的告訴我們此句話的主詞和形容詞子句是關於什麼。
這裡有兩個可能是真的發生的例子：

1. 你只是不懂以”who,which,that”所帶出來形容詞子句是一個特別參考方式。假使一個句子是”這兩個男孩，來自於台中(的那兩個男孩)，都很聰明。”但是班上卻有三個男孩都來自於台中，那我們就不知道這句形容詞子句是在描述哪兩個男孩了。因此在此形容詞句型中的資訊就只是額外補充的而已。
2. 你事先早已經知道我們所說的”who.which或that”所描述的主詞是什麼了，所以我們就不需要額外的形容詞子句來明確說明句中主詞。那麼這也是額外的資訊了。如果一個句子是”那兩個我們班上的男孩都很聰明”而且班上也只有那兩個男孩，那”他們(那兩個聰明的男孩)都來自於台中"就只是額外的資訊而已，因為我們早已知道這句話是在說哪兩個男孩了。
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